




















GROWTH OF THE SECRETARIAT

The Charter Act of 1833 introduced changes of far reachiﬁg

consequences in the administration of India. Under the Act
the monopoly of trade enjoyed by the East India Company so

far was abolished. The Company ceased to be a commercial
body and remained only.as a governing body. The Gevernor-

General of Fort William became the Governor-General of India.
The overgrown Prmdenn}r of Bengal was divided into two
distinct Presidencies viz., the Presidency of Fort William in

Bengal and the PI'ESldEnc}? of Agra. The Governor-General of
India, however, continued to act as the Governor of Fort
William and the business of both the Central and Local

Governments continued to be transacted in the same Secre-
tariat. This system of joint Secretariat continued till 1843. From

Ist May 1843 the Secretariat of the Supreme Government was
completely separated from that of the Government of Bengal.

Mr. F, S. Halliday was appointed the first Secretary to the

Government of Bengal. From April 1842 to 30th April 1854
Bengal was administered by a Deputy Governor. In conse-
quence of the India Act of 1853 Bengal was placed from Ist
May 1854 under a Lieutenant-Governor.

In 1859 the Bengal Secretariat consisted of the following -

departments and their branches:—Revenue, Judicial, General,
Political, Finance (Proceedings of the Finance Department were
amalgamated with those of the Revenue Department).
Eeclesiastical and Education Departments were subordinate to
the General Department. There was but one Secretary for
conducting the business of all these departments. In 1862 a
new department known as the Legislative Department under
a separate Secretary was created for the administration of
legislative affairs of government. This state of things conti-
nued till 1869 when a second Secretary was appointed and a
redistribution of departments took place. One of the Secre-
taries was placed in charge of the Judicial and Political Depart-
ments and the other in charge of the Revenue, General and
Finance Departments.

By the system of decentralisation much financial work was
- thrown upon the Provincial Government and consequently it

was deemed necessary to appoint a third Se-qretary who should
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William Duke, P. C. Lyon, and Maulyi Saiyid Shams-ul-Huda
were appointed members of the Council. In that year certain

territorial changes also took place—Bihar and Orissa were

separated from Bengal. On the revocation of the Partition of
Bengal the districts of Eastern Bengal were annexed to Bengal
proper. The addition of these districts threw a heavier burden
upon the Secretariat. Political work was lessened by the trans-
fer of the Orissa States to Bihar but the Chittagong Hill Tracts

and Hill Tippera State came under the Political Department

and this meant additional work. Work relating to commerce,
largely increased with the addition of the great industrial area
of Eastern Bengal with its large river traffic and jute industries.
The transfer of the seat of the Supreme Government to Delhi
threw a certain amount of work on the Provincial Government.

Meanwhile there had been a great expansion of the work

dealing with sedition, political erime and the administration of

the Press Laws. Several important subjects formerly dealt with
by the Board of Revenue had been taken over by the Revenue
Department. All these necessitated a redistribution of the
branches of work among the various departments and the
transfer of certain subjects from one department to another.

The special section of the Political Department was expan-
ded to deal with sedition, political crime and criminals, the
Press and generally all confidential questions of a political
nature. The Finance Department which formerly dealt with
Mumieipal and Sanitation was now relieved of this work and it
took over all matters relating to Commerce and Industry and
Emigration. A new department under the Finance Department
was started to deal with such subjects. The Finance Department
also took over the separate revenue work formerly dealt with
by the Board of Revenue.

In 1918 a fourth Secretary was appointed who took over
charge of the General Department. The Revenue Department

was separated and was constituted into an independent depart- .

ment. The General Department now consisted of Education,
Muniecipal, Sanitation and Miscellaneous Branches, The Judi-
cial Department was re-transferred to the Chief Secretary.
“Mines” which had so long been dealt with in the Judicial
Department was transferred to the Commerce Department.

In 1916 on the recommendation of the Legal Business Com-
mittee appointed by the Government of India, Legal Remem-

brancer was made the Judicial Secretary and the Judicial s
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

~ Under the authority of the Acts 24 and 25, Victoria,
Chapter 67, followed by the Governor-General-in-Council’s
Proclamation of 17th January 1862, the Legislative Council of
Hengal for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations for the
Peace and Good Government of the Presidency of Bengal was
established by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, which held
its first meeting on 1st February, 1862. The establishment of the
Legislative Council necessitated a Legislative Department for
Bengal which was created in January 1862, and was placed
under a Secretary. The appointment of the Secretary was whole-
time from 1862 to 1865, and part-time from 1865 to 1898 and
then again whole-time. The reasons for the part-time appoint-
ment were that the Secretary had no full-time work and he was
allowed to join the Bar at the High Court from 1864. He was
also reduced in rank and pay from 1864. From 1900 he became
the Secretary to the Legislative Council Department, in addi-
tion to his own duty as the Assistant Secretary to the Legisla-
tive Department. From April 1914 his position was raised to the
status of a full Secretary and he was placed in charge of both
the Legislative and the Legislative Council Departments.

In 1932 the Council Department was separated from the
Legislative Department, and formed a separate unit and conti-
nued to function in that capacity upto the year 1938 under a
separate Secretary. In 1938 the Government proposed to unite
the Legislative and the Judicial Departments under one Secre-
tary on the grounds of the technical nature of work done in both
the Departments. Accordingly, the Judicial and the Legislative
Departments, consisting of the Legislative and the Council .
Departments, which already merged with the Legislative
Department were grouped together and this arrangement
continued upto the end of 1949, when the Legislative Depart-
ment was split up from the Judicial Department and was
placed under a separate Secretary. The nomenclature of the
Department was changed to West Bengal Legislative Assembly
Secretariat with effect from 26th January 1950.

The functions of the Legislative Department consisted of
(a) legislation, (b) legal advice on the aspect of the proposed
slegislation, (c) publication and translation of Acts, (d) super-
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dency Godown of Opium with effect from 3lst October,
1927. The records mainly deal with the sale of opium to diffe-
rent countries, inland and overseas, In the present set-up the
subject is dealt with in the Excise Department.

The records are—

1. A Proceedings from August 1872 to 1927.

2. B Proceedings from August 1872 to 1927.

3. Monthly printed proceedings volumes from 1911 to 1923,
and quarterly printed proceedings volumes from 1924
to 1927.

4. Annual Index Volumes up to 1891 are combined with
the Indexes of the Revenue Department. Indexes from
1892 to 1898, and from 1904 to 1905 are wanting,
Indexes from 1899 to 1903 and from 1911 to 1912 awe
included in the Indexes of the Finance (Separate Reve-
nue) Department, and Indexes from 1913 onwards are
irregularly incorporated either in the Finance (Miscel-
laneous) or Revenue (Separate Revenue) Departments
Indexes.

5. Consolidated Index from 1859-1908 and 1909-28.

6. Diary Registers from 1904 to 1907.

7. File Registers from 1911 to 1927.

(iv) Separate Revenue Branch

Matters relating to Taxation, formerly dealt with in the
Board of Revenue from 1851 and then in the Miscellaneous
Branch of the Revenue Department were transferred to the
Separate Revenue Branch of the Finance Department with its
creation in June 1891. It existed till December 1910 and dealt
with the subjects of salt, opium, eustoms, income tax and stamp.
This Branch has no proceedings of its own. The proceeding.
were kept under each separate subject it dealt with. From
February 1911 salt, opium, stamp, income tax and customs
formed separate branches of the Finance Department, and this
system was further revised under Meston Award, by which the
separation of central revenue from the provincial was made and
the offices administering the central revenues were transferred
to the control of the Central Government, and the provineial
taxes came to be administered by the Separate Revenue Branch

» of the Revenue Department. After 1945 most of the provincial












(]

68 GUIDE TO THE RECORDS

rate Revenue Branch of the Finance Department from June
1891 to June 1904 and (d) Finance and Commerce Department
from July 1904 to January 1911. From February 1911 its sepa-
rate printed proceedings started. From Ist April 1937 the non-
judicial stamps and the amusement taxes were brought under
the control of the Board of Revenue from the Finance Depart-
ment and the tobaceco tax remained a subject of the Forest and
Exeise Department.

The records are—

1. A Proceedings from October 1872 to 1941.

2. B Proceedings from August 1872 to 1941.

3. Monthly printed proceedings volumes consisting of A
Proceedings, abstract of B Proceedings and Indexes
thereof from 1911 to 1923, and quarterly printed pro-
ceedings volumes from 1924,

4. Annual Indexes are available separately for the period of
1879-91 and 1911-12. The Indexes prior to 1879 are
combined with Revenue Department’s Indexes and the
Indexes for the intervening period are included with the
Indexes of the Departments noted above. Indexes from

1913 are combined with Separate Revenue Branch
Indexes.

3. Consolidated Index from 1859-1908, 1909-28.
6. File Registers from 1873.

(ix) Miscellaneous Branch

This Branch dealt with the questions regarding examina-
tions of clerical service, Gazette, Gazetteers, holidays, statistical
accounts, printing etc. Separate proceedings of this Branch are
available from 1880 to 1945.

The records are—

A Proceedings from 1880 to 1945,

B Proceedings from 1880 to 1945.

Monthly printed proceedings volumes from 1911 to 1923,
and quarterly printed proceedings volumes from 1924,
Annual Indexes from 1882.

Consolidated Index from 1861 to 1908, 1909 to 1916.
Diary Registers from 1900.

Issue Registers from 1921.

File Registers from 1878.
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